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'in ·raid on 
Soviet space centre' 

A concerted 
"sabotage" effort 
was made by alien 
spacecraft to shut 
down the gbnt 
Baikonur cosmo­
drome, Russia's an­
swer to America's 
Cape Canaveral, 
dunng the first two 
weeks of last June, 
according to reliabJ'e 
Soviet scientists 
interviewed in Mos­
cow. 

The otl1er UF0'5 allack lt was from Baikonur that where it is actually looted, had the effect of smashing ·: 1 October 4, 1951, the ')ovj. Plcseuk, officially. is simply windows ;~ I on g the upper e s ushered in tile spa c.;: aJe Pleselsk. noors of th·: town's buildings. ty shooting off its 215-lb ll is just a small town on Some 3t) seconds later the ~putnik satellite . the railway line from Moscow two U FOs ~joined each Baikonur was considered to Archangel. 416 km below other near the spaccporl, then ;..:cure, tucked away bct..wun the Arctic Circle, one i.' told . headed back north. Within t·le Aral Sea and the Ural 11 ~s no significance whatso-seconds. they disappeared ~1ountains; Kapustin Yar ever. from sight ... as much too vulnerable to The Plesetsk cosmodro;ne, The s·;ientists ~parted US aerial surveillance, radar a qladrangle 48 l 64 km that witnesses round it1mpos- Jnd bombers. But re4:ently dotted with sophisticated in-iible to judge the size or the , ·,c old cosmodrome under· stallations, to all intents and craft as thc:y were apparently ~cnt a total modcrni):stion purposes, does not exist. To Oying very high. Hd new launch pads were be sure. the Russian people .. Incredible u it may insl:&llcd to indudc one ~apa· have been denied all k.nowl-wund." one scientist · said, ble. or hundlina payloads as edac about it. "the elaborate defences of · hc:~vy as most of th05e s.hot The Only Ones who h.tYe Bailc.onour were taken com- i 1t0 spacl! orbit rrom Baiko· ~uspected that "something" is pletely by surprise. T~re was rur . goin~ on up there," to quote a lot of commotion the rollo-.- "Should there be ·nore them. arc the Russian civilian 

a,ainst the intrude.n, osnd was 
vandalised on the night of 
June I. 

..No one was killed even 
though people were injured 
by flyins &lass caused by un­
known 'snipen' apparently 
shootina holes into windows. 
Havina been to Pctrouvodsk 
and mo~t recently to lcnin­
Jrad, I recognised the neat 
round holes. Similar sniping 
t~re has been attributed to 
overOyina spa~raft." 

In the mornina Or Zolotov 
was told that lhc people be 
had come' to see were not 
avail3ble, and he was advised 
to leave the space city as soon 
as possible. 

ing day when the dam;sae to s.,bota~c ut R.~ik,,nur." :-aid a UFO S('Ollers who h:~ve Iona During an anxiety Llunch Pad No I was discov- s·lurcc ... ,~1! .. 11 h:&vc ll> fall ·pinpointed the area of Pie· and tension-filled 16 ercd . b1ck on K:~pu~tin Yar for setsk as having had more 

He was only too happy to 
gel out, he recalled . lt ap­
pctlrcd th<lt Or Zolotov knew 
mllre but preferred to keep 
-his mouth shut. d · S h:lp unless we agree to cur· UFO overnights than any ays not a smgle oviet 1111111111111111111111111 t Jil our spa c..: prograrnme; other rural area in Europc:~n spacecraft was launched ..., hich we h'lVe no intentian or Russia . from the usually buS· d.1ing ." "They keep nyin~ in and 1. S · lt ' 1 .. A single launch of a In fact, ,vh..:n 0 11 Jun~ 1 ~- out of this rel.!ion like ~e5 l tng OVlet mu 1P e sm~ller Co)·mo• .,~tell•'te from d be h.,. " 'd d 1 " "' ... l aikonur rc:sumcd opera lions aroun a c JVC, S<ll one launch qua range as an isolated pad some 64 km ;, wus to condu~ 1 a comp i(;al· Russi:ln ufologist . work crews repaired the from the main insallation was c j "dcfcnc~: manll(:uvr~: .. ac - Told that Ple:.el!o.k har· dama~e which was dis· allowed to prc-;eed on schcd- , :, rding t< US o~udlif ;m:~ . bours a gi3nt . if se~rct c~mo· .:..J • t · t ' t ule. but t -'O dozen launch f llth Ples1:t 'ik and KaJ•·Jstin dromc, long photograph~d by COVC:fcu JUS In tme O s1' tcs uc:r·· shut off ·•nd hut d d · d' " ~ .. '-'ar participated L1S satellite~. he nod c : prevent a major 1sas- under hea ·'r guard. Wit in "On that day." :.Jid a uS "Makes sense• ·· tcr. 24 hours B:ukonur was totally 1uilitary source, .. in a najor h was this Plesctsk. then. Scheduled la unchc:s of par3ly~ed . :Soviet mi~silc pru~ramm::. six that found itself working spacecraft inc:luding an "Nothing like this has ever h> eight launchings fro ·n all overtime to fill in for the importantlcstniahtofane .. happenedt:cforetoour,p;Jce· :1uc:c sp:~ce ~c•urcs ·.were sabotaged Ka1akhstan s~ce vehicle were diverted to port $incc 1955" .· : rri•:d out within so: ·1cral cosmodromc while: carrying t~to other C06modromcs. the Th:ll w ·s when the site in i .1ur!. out its own c~tensivc sp;1ce Kapustin Yar sp:~cc centre. the Kaza~ hstan steppe wa> pr<.~gr;~mmc about \,600 km to the west. chosen for a space centre. The l----- ·] The sabutage or Dailwnur and Pluetsk. wmc 2.400 km land was ilat and empty of rom HENR.Y ~oincided with its m:1in to the north . people for nundreds of miles ; GRIS launch site, used to lift 11 One of the scientists said : the sky wa ~ always clear. The manned ~p:~ce vehicle~. gel· "Whatever you like to tall remote: ar~a was considered in Moscow ting ready to shoot off the 

But 01nother Russian 
scientist elaborated on wh:~t 
happened to Baikonur on that 
night on condition that his 
name be vdthheld: 

1111111111111111111111111! 

"People still up at 2 am 
when it happened saw holes 
mysterious)y appearin~ in 
their apartment v.-indows, 11nd 
pieces or glas.s falling to the 
floor . But they never ~w 
where the shots came frum or 
who did the shooting. lt all 
h11ppencd in total, oppressive 
silence. The window panes 
with the holes in them were 
immediately replcced un 
orders or the town adminis· 

the uninvited visitors from the the safest i·• the Soviet Union. new Soyuz T spacecraft. skies- UF~ or alien >"<1, cc· . When !t . was decided to • 1 • Tht'• latest Sova'ct manned events at the ~n:ac:enoJrl 
...,, f h r . t was a ma)or mllit:~ry • ships- tWO of them, ne '"' i•. sh1 t t . e Site. 0 the test ~ :.crcise invoh·Jn& rc.;ket . transport _ ~~llicle carric~ . ~~..ll!!!U...U.:;l~L~I5..Jotpi~-~~':".L.-. from a ooctbcrl)'. dir~.1L:Jt .-.bunclL.lLCJll111ed . ..a. U!.al.. ooLC....-:,:...:.;:u;;nc;;n~~,.;n;ss:-=-=a;.:n::=a~r~c-ei:L:=n7:1 ,::-,i:S~.::::a~-;c:-rr~c;;w-':o7111tihhr~e aiid JS. cons•dcr- that ove around 2 am on June I. improvised logistics involvin_s r~os t impressive rrl i 1 it ar y ed the newest, extremely eifi· and rivets out or the launch "One apparently concen- the use of ~.ia~t ~ilitary heh· space action ." cient, workhorse of the Soviet pad support structures. Aaain uated oa Baikonur's major copters. the ~CicnlJSl ial.d. A cha!knge tc the:;, L:n· sp::ce ~rosr~m:n~. there ;;;ere ne cuualtics. !;;;ur.ch ~~cs. \he oLhcr on \ne The: veluclc wu d11ma~· v·anted space visitou? .. Nobody was tal~int.'~ ·~The launch site which two 'ita houlina Baikonur tied and rushed to Kap\lSlln \','n•tcv~r it was. from June 2 said Doctor of Geolosy Alu· was damased was No. I, built pcrsonncJ Jl k.m lO the south. Yar, 96 km east or Volparad to June IS the rest or the ci Zolotov. a prominent and to hold the heaviest space '1Dcy were Oyina side-by· in the Astr~&khan 1teppc. U;likonur space traffic was hi&hly respected Soviet scien· equipment. side. Wi\nC$Ses described As the substitute site wu ~ mied by Plcsetsk in nlrth· list and elplorcr, who hsp- .. Durinf the niaht.auards them u Olanae-<:olourcd and situated ~n appro:ti~ately tbe e·n Russia . pened to be in the area the on the Site heard stranac havin.JjelJy·flfb-like shapes. ume lalltude as Ba1~onur- Plesetsk is 1 he So·, iets' day the UFO attack hap- creakin• sounds. At daybreak ."One beaded aoutb to the 48 degrees north- 1t m~nt fliOU modern cosmod:ome pened . while Inspecting the steel cit.)'. The ~bcr remained over the spacecraft would ~o Jnlo . 1 "'d its space shots arc m linly sructures they noticed rays of the spaceport. lt bung mo- the same orbit as if 11 ~a~ 0 ; a military nature . lt w:u I Ill I Ill light shining throuah the steel tioniQI riJht over the huge been_ launched from the ortJI· r,cently utcnded to indude 1111111111111111 I I beams. As they closed in they towen o( Lwnch Pad No I. nal Site . . simultaneous launches in a round the holes and realised thi"'ley but.£11ation. - Then, Crash crews worlon~ wide range or inclined orbits . ''Apparently somethina that these were bore boles for suddenly, a silver-coloured around the .clock complete ldeall)· situ:ltcd in the: 10 ,.. wcs very wrong as there was bolts and rivets. The bolu I ~lower, almOII I i ke rain. the Installation as zero hour I•· nds or th\· rroz..:n north for reveri!>h activity all over the themselves were gone. cap\o down from the hoverina struck and the spo&ce c.psule s.•y overOights of m\)st iohab· pl&~ce. Also. during the ni~ht "In all. wurkmcn discover· crart. The shower seemed to took off on June 4 tO perform it:d parts of f-. arth . it was SC:Irchlights kept )Cannlni ..:d hundreds or holes - · ilC• (nvclop~ tbc tarfet below . its mission 4S planned. b Jilt bchin~ an overpow ~ ring the sl"es." cording to one version sev.:ral · 'The auack asted 14 sec· Baikon~.;r heaved a si&h of .,all ofsecrcc) ~nd ~ecur :: y . [)r Zolotov sta)ed a1 ;he thousand - in the steel ands. Then the 1ilvcr rain rel ief. the s.;ientist $&id, while Thus . wh•lc Hi••konl:r i\ Hotel Cosmonaul in the to...,n beams thut make up the intri· \lopped and the craft beg:1n cont inui ng to clear. up the i: :th unJ r'fki .tliY and off::ial· where ~:vcn bod\ ~A orb for .11 Cl le \tructure~. in the upright ' 10 move a&ain . lt made a mc:~s J roud the mam launch 1• a Soviet .:osri11 KJ rome . Plc· 1 he sp:tccpur t · to~ c r s and the !I.: ani n ~ ~iant circle over the: outs ide: pad a.nd checlunt cverh bolt > .sk has 11 evc:r been i' ·~nti· Said to hou~e some 60,000 support-and-feed masts perimeter of ,the spaceport. and n vet t·n eac or t e 24 ,-:-;d ns :l spacepur t people . the: tu .... n came inw "The missing bolts \\ere then new on. Not more than other SIIC:~ Whi le Aaikonu r hH XC:Il being at the same lime"" the later round below, lying on half a minute had passed bet · " l.t ""'~.~ rr:or~ luck t~an merely "mi~placed " on th~ c~modrumc and is still grow· the concrete Ooorin' inter· weniuarrivalanddeparturc . fores1ght. ~c sa1d, rccalh~g rr:1P.s of•the Soviet Ulion . 1ng. mingled with the1r nuts h moved noiselessly." tha: K.apu~ ~ an Yar, the Sovaet dr:lib:.:ratcl\· identified w th ,1 In .uid1110n 10 rows of nc:<Jt which. too. h:1d been re· Durin& the raid, bolts and Un10n s f : rst ~osmodrome . ;,11311 min;ng settlcmcn · in · ~t:\·Sit.• re} apartment house), IIIOvcd . !'~either bolts nor nuts riveu were apparently sucked had b<en placed _Jn mothballs . . cad of the town or' T , urJ · the delihcratelr namclcs~ new had been damaged . irom the support towers of soon aftc 1 Ba1konur came 1, m. 304 km to the : .. >uth town fc:~tures sp.tc..: research "The men :~lso discovered ~ he main installation. into existcr cc . installations. )pace training that some of weld seams had 

facilitic, , labvratvncs. u b\:cn tampered with :~nd that 
ho'ipital. !.ports are.:n;, and some o( the section~ had in· 
o~hcr sports ra~ililic~. a deed become separated. Obvi­
lheatre . cmemas. restaurants, ously. no human hands could 
a tclcvisiun centre. and a have brought this cosmonaut club, all built about . . . especially,. in so 
within th~; last few years. short a time. 
Everything but a church . "One must rule out any 

The town is situated on a theory that saboteurs infil· 
railway~ line and major hi1:h· trated the intric:~te tower sys· 
way and. is connected to the tem and carried out their 
cosmodromc b)· several sm;dl· work hanging Trom beams 
er roads . five storeys above ground. 11 
. The actual spaceport. the would have taken them days. 
largest such installation in the There simply was no other 
world, is criss-crossed by S!)C· e;,;planation but one -:- and cial concrete rouds capable or th1s was an eerie one to s:1y 
carrying extreme weights thelcast. 
during winter und summer, "On lhe other hand, the 
railway tracks and security damage was far from cat:l),· 
trenches . lt is dotted with trophic," the scientist s.aid . 
numcfl>us outside hangar:-, "In fact it was well Within 
imrncmc rod:ct :1~scmbly in· ordinary maintenance rc­
stallations. fuel storage facili- p:1ir!\ . The bolts could ·be pul 
ties and suphisti~atcd test fu- back in place, and th~: un· 
cilities. welded bcilmS'rcwcldcd 

The whole area is protect· "The act of sabotagl! JP· 
cd by three con~Xntr~c rings pea red LJlmosl as th<,ugh 
of militur}· uulpo~tS . ll i~ whoever did it want..:d US lO 
complctcl~ i!\t•latcd fr~lm the nuti~c in tim..: tu earn uut rc-;t of the wt•rlll . rcp:~ir.; bcfor -:- 1•:. ;ti~ ~:on . .;c. 

"N•ll 1ha1 1hi!\ Sluppcd 1hc 
lit'O!\ :" Dr Zvi,Hm· !\a iJ . 
.. T h I! ~· i t y '' a s h cl p 1..: s s 
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